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REVIEWS

WEDGE HOUSE
CCY Architects designs a dreamlike residence in 
Aspen, Colorado, for jewelry designer Jane Berg.
By Andrew Huff

Building a home from scratch can be a relentless, stressful undertaking. 
But does it have to be? With the right team of designers and clients, creating 
VLWH�VSHFL¿F�DUFKLWHFWXUH�FDQ�EH�DQ� LQFUHGLEO\�UHZDUGLQJ�DQG�HQHUJL]LQJ�
experience. 
� :KHQ�MHZHOU\�GHVLJQHU�-DQH�%HUJ�ZDQWHG�WR�¿QG�D�SODFH�WR�OLYH�LQ�
Aspen, Colorado, after many years in Chicago, she turned to the Colorado-
EDVHG�GHVLJQ�¿UP�&&<�$UFKLWHFWV�WR�UHDOL]H�KHU�XQLTXH�YLVLRQ��:LWK�PRUH�
than 50 years of experience working throughout the Rocky Mountain 
region and beyond, CCY was well positioned to create a space that 
FDUHIXOO\�UHÀHFWHG�%HUJ¶V�GUHDP�KRPH�IRU�HQWHUWDLQLQJ�DQG�UHOD[LQJ��WKDW�
respected the site upon which the house sits. Wedge House, named for the 
geometric form of the home, is a ski-in ski-out residence that was carefully 
FUDIWHG�WR�VSHDN�WR�WKH�FOLHQWV¶�HGJ\�GHVLJQ�SUHIHUHQFHV�DQG�UHÀHFW� WKHLU�
personality in this jewel-like structure.
  We spoke with Jane and architects John Cottle and Simon Elliot 
of CCY Architects, who worked closely on realizing this project, about the 
SURFHVV�RI�GHVLJQLQJ�WKLV�KRPH��VRPH�RI�WKH�NH\�LQÀXHQFHV��KRZ�DUW�SOD\V�
a role in the design, and more. 

Whitewall: Can you tell us about the process of building this home and how 
you found the property? 

JANE BERG: Before moving to Aspen, my husband and I were living in 
&KLFDJR��:H�ERWK�IHOO�LQ�ORYH�ZLWK�WKLV�SDUW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�
the Highlands, which is where we were lucky enough to build this house. It 
was a very long process looking for this particular site, almost seven years 
RI�VHDUFKLQJ�XQWLO�ZH�IRXQG�WKLV�ORW�WR�EXLOG�RQ��:KHQ�ZH�¿UVW�PRYHG�WR�
Aspen, we purchased a townhouse located very close to our current home, 
and we can actually see it from our living room, which we love. 

WW: Art seems to be an important component of the project, both through 
the work you collect but also the way art manifests itself through various 
]RQHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�KRPH��&DQ�\RX�GLVFXVV�\RXU�LQÀXHQFHV�DQG�SDVVLRQV�
as they relate to art and design? 

JB: ,�DP�YHU\�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�P\�EURWKHU��ZKR�LV�DQ�DEVWUDFW�VFXOSWRU�DQG�
artist with a remarkable sense of perspective and ability to create three-
dimensional forms. There are artworks and design elements that he 
made, such as the scrim wall at the entrance and other sculptural pieces 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�KRPH��+H�KDV�DOVR�KDG�D�PDMRU�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�ZD\�,�KDYH�
collected art over the years. I’ve always been drawn to photography, both 
black-and-white and color. I’ve always been drawn to clean, geometric 
lines. Even if you look at some of my jewelry designs, there is a parallel in 
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year-round. The deck is a perfect example of this because it can be used 
twelve months of the year. It gets tremendous sunlight in the winter, 
when the sun is at a low angle, and in the summer it is also a gathering 
space, protected from the direct sun by the projected roof above. We’re 
always thinking about how the spaces will be living throughout the 
year, not just at one time. It utilizes every aspect that the site has to 
offer, and all the different environments that surround it. 

JC: Jane and her husband are big skiers, and during the design process, 
we talked a lot about how the home would function during ski season. 
Now, they’re essentially living there year-round. How wonderful a 
result is that? I love that. 

WW: :KDW�ZHUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�GH¿QLQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKLV�FROODERUDWLRQ�
between architect and client? 

JC: One of the things that I found so productive and enjoyable about 
this design process was the healthy friction we were able to create. 
I would say that during many creative processes, you need healthy 
friction, because you can challenge convention and the solution, which 
might come easily, but there’s enough back and forth to make it better. 
We had a great time working with Jane to capture her interests and 
making sure they all tie together in the end. The result is that the house 
has more unique qualities and spaces than most in Aspen. 

architectural forms. Some of my earliest collections were inspired by a trip 
I took to New Orleans, and the wrought-iron fencing throughout the city. 

WW: The shape of the house is so compelling. Was this your idea from 
the start? 

JB: I can’t take much credit for the shape of the house, as it was really 
CCY who came up with that decision. The form was realized after many 
conversations and a really in-depth charrette process led by the design 
WHDP� WR�¿JXUH� RXW�ZKDW�ZH�ZHUH� ORRNLQJ� IRU�� DQG�KRZ� WKLV� FRXOG�EH�
materialized. But here, too, I see a connection between the exterior of 
WKH�KRXVH�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQ�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�DQG�LQÀXHQFHV�
from my brother’s art practice. 

JOHN COTTLE: Jumping off from that, the house is situated on a 
surprising site, and really a memorable place. You don’t really expect 
it upon approach. When you are standing on the site of the house, it’s 
PDJQL¿FHQW��7KH�LGHD�IRU�WKH�VKDSH�RI�WKH�KRXVH�ZDV�DOVR�LQVSLUHG�E\�
Jane, who mentioned an interest in clean lines, so we looked at a lot 
of different forms of the house and got really intrigued by the idea 
of a simple, opening up, wedge-shaped form that respected the scale 
of the neighborhood and was one strong movement opening up to the 
mountains. The design was all about studying the site, the neighbors, 
and the views, and how we could emphasize the place as much as we 
could. 

SIMON ELLIOT: We also did some early work with VR and Lumion, 
which allowed us to position ourselves in the design and see how the 
DQJOH�RI�WKH�URRÀLQH��DQG�ZLQGRZ�SODFHPHQW��FRXOG�RSHQ�XS�YLHZV�WR�
the ridge and make the wedge shape that much more dynamic. The 
shape also informs the experience of being inside the home. The way 
WKH�URRÀLQH�DQJOHV��KRZ�WKH�FHLOLQJ�H[WHQGV�WR�RXWGRRU�RYHUKDQJV�DW�WKH�
entrance and deck, and the carefully crafted views out to the mountains 
all enhance this gemlike structure.  

WW: How does the home function in different seasons? 

JB: People are attracted to Colorado and living here full time because 
it provides an opportunity to be outdoors for all four seasons; a lot of 
people don’t just come here to ski. We are always thinking about our 
homes, not as ski or summer houses, but places that can be fully functional 
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